S56            *                SISTER NIVEDITA

Ireland themselves. There is no country district, far
from railways, strong in old traditions, and contain-
ing persons who have not had the inestimable
benefits of Board School instruction, where, at the
same time, doctoring is not done tKat the city
hospitals and the London physician would refuse to
countenance. But this fact is a phenomenon of
ignorance (or good sense, as the case may be): it is
not due to the wrong and vile nature of the Christian
religion. It rouses sometimes our regret, occasionally
our admiration, but never with any justice our con-
tempt or hatred. One of the evils of our present
organisation of skill is the complete inability induced
by it to appreciate the value of tradition and mother
wit. It is easy to point out flaws in Indian village ,
medicine, midwifery, and what not; but how do we
account for the great dignity and suppleness of the
general physical development, and for the marvel-
lous freedom of the race from skin blemish of any
kind ? This, too, in a country where the germ fauna
is at least as dangerous as that other fauna of the
jungle which includes the tiger and the cobra. In
urging these points I am not denying that modern
science can aid, but only .that it has no right to
despise village lore.

Every system, of course, mistrusts every other.
This^is the superstition of party. To this fact I trace
the phenomenon, detailed by the medical missionary